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The President’s Corner by COL Mark Rich
Winter is almost over and we see that things are improving. Your chapter continues
to operate despite the pandemic. With this issue we welcome our newest RACMOAA board members, Colonel Vince Cammarata and CAPT Hardy Josephson.
Vince previously served as president in 2013 and has served in several capacities.
He has agreed to be our 1st Vice President. A short biography of Vince is on page 6.
Hardy has agreed to be our Director of Transition Services. Hardy was the President in 2016 and has been actively involved in Legislative Affairs and other board
positions and committees. Please note that we still have vacant positions on the
board as the Director of Personal Affairs and Director of Publicity. We are also looking for volunteers to assist on our various committees. Please step up and help your
chapter.
We are excited to offer a great webinar on 31 March 2021 on the U.S. Army Military Women’s Museum at
Fort Lee. A special bonus will be an update on the new National Museum of the United States Army at Fort
Belvoir. Details are on Page 2 of this newsletter.
The passing of ex-board member and president LTC Joe Tarantino was noted in the last Patriot. The General Assembly passed a resolution honoring his service. A member of the Greatest Generation, he will be
greatly missed. Details are on pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter.
We continue to reach out to members to renew their memberships. You are all needed to help with recruitment. A good tool is our RAC-MOAA website. Encourage potentially eligible friends and acquaintances (I
even did this with my dentist!) to look at the website for procedures on how to join us and MOAA National if
they are not already a member.
COVID-19 vaccinations beyond the medical, nursing home, and essential workers have begun in earnest.
Those 65 and older are getting what was only a dream last year and the rest of the public should be accommodated by this summer. If you have not received your vaccine and are a veteran, ensure that the VA
knows that you want the vaccine and they will call you when it is available for
you. All members and their spouses should also be proactive in signing up on
RAC-MOAA
the Virginia Department of Health website (https://www.vdh.virginia.gov). ReDinner Meetings
CANCELLED in 2021
member to mask, social distance, and stay safe.
until further notice
DUE
TO COVID-19.
In Memoriam
We have a virtual meetLCDR John Bowden, USN, Ret — June 2020
ing on 31 March 2021.
Capt John H. Wichser, USAF, Ret — July 2020
See page 2 for details.
1LT Frederick W. Esposito, USA, Former — 6 February 2021
The Holiday Gala is
tentatively scheduled
COL Laurence Delmore, USMC, Ret — 9 February 2021
for 10 December 2021.
LtCol Guy J. Degenaro, USAF, Ret—13 February 2021

Our sincere condolences to the families and friends
of these esteemed patriots of our chapter

NOTE OUR NEW MAILING ADDRESS
Richmond Area Chapter—MOAA
P. O. Box 985
Chesterfield, VA 23832-9998
Read this newsletter on our webpage at: http://www.racmoaa.org/Newsletter
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Virtual Meeting on 31 March 2021 – Presented by Tracy Bradford
Join Us March 31st for a Virtual Tour of the U.S. Army Women’s Museum
Please mark your calendar today and don’t miss this unique opportunity
to take a virtual visit to the U.S. Army Women's Museum (AWM) at Fort
Lee, VA. The AWM is the only museum in the world dedicated to preserving and sharing the history of women in the Army. On Wednesday, March
31st, at 7 PM, the Curator, Tracy Bradford, will host chapter members and
guests for an overview of the galleries with highlights of the amazing stories told in the museum. Ms. Bradford will discuss the Army Museum Enterprise, and she will be joined by a colleague from the National Museum
of the United States Army to also provide an overview of that brand new
facility. This presentation will underscore the importance of Army museums in tying us to our
military and civilian communities, maintaining and showcasing Army customs and traditions
through preservation, and informing and influencing military and civilian researchers and decision makers alike.
Our presenter, Tracy Bradford, has worked in the Army Museum Enterprise for more than a decade. She returned to lead the Army Women’s Museum after three years as a Museum Educator
in the Programs and Education Department at the National Museum of the United States Army
(NMUSA). At the National Museum, Ms. Bradford led a nationally recognized interdisciplinary
team that recruited and trained more than 200 volunteers for the NMUSA Docent Corps. Tracy
was the Director of Education at the United States Army Women’s Museum prior to moving to
NMUSA. An educator for twenty-five years, Tracy has taught in secondary education, private
industry, and the federal government. She earned a Bachelor of Arts from The College of William & Mary and a Master of Arts from George Washington University. Ms. Bradford served as
the educational consultant for the PBS documentary Unsung Heroes: The Story of America's
Female Patriots and presented at the Smithsonian Institution, the Virginia Association of Museums, the American Association of State and Local History, and The Society for Military History.
Join Zoom Meeting at this link
Enter the Meeting ID and Passcode below.
Meeting ID: 963 1389 8492
Passcode: 4hX1Hz
Pre-registration is not required. On the 31st of March, you may begin signing into the event at
6:45 pm.

Treasurer’s Report
Beginning Balance 01 Jan 2021:

$ 29,429

Receipts:

1,622

Expenditures:

2,731

Ending Balance 21 Feb 2021:
Encumbered Funds
Unencumbered Balance
March 2021

$ 28,320
10,555
$ 17,765

The Patriot

Published five times each year in
January, March, May, September and November
Send articles or comments to:
Richmond Area Chapter - MOAA
ATTN: Newsletter Editor
P. O. Box 985, Chesterfield, VA 23832-9998
Email: editor@racmoaa.org
(Editor: COL Alan Cunningham, Retired)
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UPCOMING VIRGINIA WAR MEMORIAL EVENTS

Making a Name for Themselves: Women Journalists and Viet Nam
Learn about the female correspondents who broke gender and racial barriers to report on the conflict in Viet Nam. These courageous women spent time in the field to describe to their audiences
not only the battlefield maneuvers, but the constant danger and trauma for their fellow Americans in
uniform. Never shy to get the story right, many of these women went on to win awards for their reporting as well as craft a life in a battle zone.
Date: March 9, 2021 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Salute to Service: JAG Corps
The Judge Advocate General’s Corps was established by General George Washington in 1775 and
serves as one of the pillars of justice in the United States Army.
Join in this special program in our Salute to Service series as we speak with JAG Officer, Kelli Petersen, about her experiences in the nation’s oldest law firm.
Date: March 30, 2021 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm

For further information or to register for upcoming events go
to: https://vawarmemorial.org/events/
A COVID-19 Vaccine Update
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has authorized a third COVID-19 vaccine, the Johnson &
Johnson single dose vaccine. This vaccine does not need to be kept in a freezer and can be stored
at refrigerated temperatures -- so it is easy to transport and store, which allows for expanded availability in most community settings and mobile sites. It will start to be given on 4 March.
Current Vaccination Plans in the Local VA System
The Central Virginia VA Health Care System (CVHCS) Community-Based Outpatient Clinics
(CBOCs) in Charlottesville and Fredericksburg-Mary Washington continue to schedule COVID-19
vaccination appointments for Veterans aged 75 and up. Scheduling assistants will call individual
Veterans as appointments become available at the Charlottesville and Fredericksburg-Mary Washington clinics.
McGuire VAMC is continuing to give vaccine to veterans 65 and over. They are calling every Veteran in this category who is registered for care at the hospital.
All calls for vaccination appointments will come from the 804 area code – Veterans are encouraged
to answer all calls from the 804 area code to ensure they do not miss their vaccination appointment
scheduling call. These calls are being made primarily by volunteers to get to as many veterans as
possible as fast as possible.
To learn more about VA vaccine plans, go to VA’s main vaccine information page at https://
www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/

MOAA National Update
VA Secretary: ‘Urgent’ Review Planned for Agent Orange Benefit Expansion
VA Secretary Denis McDonough on Feb. 23 pledged an “urgent” review of the process that will extend benefits to tens of thousands of veterans suffering from bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and
Parkinsonism – conditions added to the list of those connected to Agent Orange exposure as part of
the FY 2021 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). This and more at https://www.moaa.org/
March 2021
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Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Maurice Tarantino, United States Army Retired
19 March 1927 – 30 December 2020
The Virginia General Assembly recently
passed a joint resolution (next Page) honoring
a beloved member of the Richmond Area
Chapter of the Military Officers Association
of America. “Joe” was much more than a
RAC-MOAA member and the resolution
highlights his accomplishments and character.
But we all knew him more directly through his
time in our chapter. He had many friends here
and was the staunchest supporter of our chapter and its ideals.

Joe served as chapter president (twice) and as
treasurer. He also served as the treasurer of
the Virginia Council of Chapters (which includes all 17 chapters). He was also very involved in the Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW)
and served in leadership roles.
Joe was featured and interviewed many times on radio, TV, and newspapers.
“I went in in 1944. I got sent to Europe and served until 1948. I was an enlisted man at that time and in
the Army of occupation.”
When he returned to the United States, he used the GI Bill to get a degree in business from Seton Hall
University in South Orange, N.J., and was in the ROTC program there. When he graduated, “I became
a brand-new, shiny, old second lieutenant.”
In 1968, he was sent to Vietnam, arriving just 10 days before the fierce fighting of the Tet Offensive. “I
was an adviser to the Vietnamese military police in Da Nang. I was attached to the Marines. Once I got
up to Da Nang, I met a number of people and the guy that I was replacing was still there. We had a
week or so overlap. We were sitting around and I said to him, ‘Tell me, Bob, what goes on around
here?’ He replied, ‘It’s quiet around here. Nothing ever happens.’
“Well, a week later the Tet Offensive hit Da Nang,” he recalled. “There was an airstrike and both of us
were underneath [a] bed and I looked over at him and I said, ‘Hey, Bob.’ He said, ‘Yeah.’ I said, ‘You
lied to me.’ And we both started to laugh. I ended up with a Bronze Star in Vietnam. I have good feelings about my career. Sometimes you have to do things you don’t want to do, but that’s the military.”
Joe collected caps that indicate he is a veteran. “That wasn’t always something people appreciated. I
remember being scoffed at on a bus in Lyndhurst, N.J., coming home from Vietnam. I had my uniform
on and had some wise guys on the bus that I was on. I won’t go into detail, but it wasn’t pleasant.
“The public’s attitude toward the military is much better now. I’m very thankful. When I’m traveling
now, mostly by air, people come up to me and say, ‘I appreciate your service.’ Little kids do that, older
people do that, and I really am appreciative of their concern. I tell them, Thank you very much, but pray
for the people that are in the service now.”
Joe loved life, had dozens of close friends and always had a smile. He attended all chapter events and
his smile and gregarious nature lit up the room. People enjoyed seeing and being with him. He is truly
missed but his legacy lives on. The complete House Joint Resolution is shown on the next page.
March 2021
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Chapter News
Biography of Vincent Cammarata
Vince Cammarata enlisted in the US Army in 1970 after graduating from high school and served in the Signal Corps as a
Radio Operator. After attaining the rank of Specialist, and his
enlistment coming to an end, Vince was selected to attend a
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program. Upon graduating and earning his commission, Cammarata continued
serving in the U.S. Army in various positions as a Combat
Medical Officer, Medical Transportation Officer and culminating
with service in the Judge Advocate General's Corps. Assignments include the Army Office of General Counsel, Army Office of Legal Assistance, and the Army Magistrate Court.
Vince retired after 35 years of active-duty service in 2005 as a
Colonel (O6).
COL Cammarata joined RAC-MOAA in 2004 and served for 5
years as the Chapter Youth Programs director administering
RAC-MOAA’s awards and scholarships. Cammarata also
served as an elected Vice President and President.
COL Cammarata has also been serving continuously since
2004 with the Virginia Council of Chapters as Legal Counselor.
COL Cammarata lives in Montpelier Virginia with his wife Theresa, and together they have 3 grown children living in the
Richmond area.

Membership Report

21 Feb 2021:

Regular

276

Surviving Spouse Honorary

41

8

NOTE NEW ADDRESS FOR MAIL

Total

325

Chapter Contacts - 2021
Elected Officers & Directors
President
1st Vice-President
2nd Vice-president
Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large
Director-at-Large

COL Mark Rich
COL Vincent Cammarata
LTC Craig Pinsker
CAPT Mary Lou Wassel
LTC Terry Moore
LTC Owen Waltman
COL Ken Childers
LTC Clay Mountcastle
MAJ Mariah White
MAJ Paul Willard

804-706-6650
804-338-8975
804-301-1222
804-551-1878
804-739-8112
804-796-1113
804-739-5581
804-786-2060
804-350-0189
540-793-0153

CAPT Mary Lou Wassel
MAJ Mariah White
COL Ken Childers
Vacant
CAPT Hardy Josephson
Vacant
Mrs Rosemary Salcedo
LTC Terry Moore
LTC Owen Waltman
LTC Ken Ruppar
COL Alan Cunningham

804-551-1878
804-350-0189
804-739-5581

Appointed Directors
Member Services
Legislative Affairs
Youth Programs
Personal Affairs
Transition Services
Publicity
Auxiliary Affairs
Hospitality
Special Programs
Chaplain
Webmaster

804-883-5955
804-938-9945
804-739-8112
804-796-1113
804-639-0179
804-796-7818

Chapter Database or E-mail Address Corrections

Richmond Area Chapter—MOAA

Please make the following changes to the RAC-MOAA Membership
Database and/or my e-mail address or make changes on our website:

P. O. Box 985

__________________________________________________________

Chesterfield, VA 23832-9998

__________________________________________________________
Request you add Zip Code Plus 4. The Plus 4 gives you faster mail

Changes and contributions can be made online.

COL Mel Drisko Leader-Scholar Awards Contribution

Drisko award ceremony for Cadet Joseph
Moore (Patrick Henry HS) features (from left to
right) Chris Martinez (Principal PH HS), Lt Jim
Head (Senior Instructor), recipient, and Past
President, CAPT Hardy Josephson.

I wish to contribute $ _______________ to support the Drisko Memorial LeaderScholar Awards Fund. This fund provides monetary awards for senior-year
JROTC cadets who have demonstrated the leadership and scholastic ability to
pursue collegiate careers as military officers. All contributions are tax-deductible.
Enclose check payable to RAC-MOAA & put Leader-Scholar Award in comments.
Printed Name and Rank: ____________________________________________

Military Community Assistance Program (MCAP) Contribution
I wish to contribute $ _______________ to support the Military Community Assistance Program (MCAP). This fund
provides money to support one or more of the following initiatives: Wounded warriors and their families; The Fisher
House at McGuire VAMC, Sitter-Barfoot Veterans Center, The Spinal Cord Injury Unit Recreation Services, USO, and
other means of worthwhile support for the military and veterans communities of Virginia. All contributions are taxdeductible.
Enclosed check payable to RAC-MOAA & put MCAP in comments.
Printed Name and Rank: _________________________________________
March 2021
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